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MEETING 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

Next meeting is Saturday, August 27, 
2005, at Okoboji Grill, 1225 Copper 
Creek Drive, Des Moines, Iowa 

Attendees may enjoy an optional meal 
from the menu lunch at 11:00 a.m. and 
join together at 1:00 p.m. for the 
program and business meeting. Meals 
will be paid for by each individual 
participating in the lunch. 
 
The program includes: 

Pat Hendricks, President, IARP    
        Passenger rail update 
Dick Welch, Regional Director, National  
        Assn. of Railroad Passengers 
George Davison, General Counsel, IARP 

Building Steam for Passenger 
Rail 

The public is invited and welcome and 
encouraged to attend the program and 
meeting. 
 
Following the meeting, members will be 
able to view the Central Iowa Railroad 
Club and Beaver Valley Division at The 
Iowa State Fairgrounds, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 







April 2 IARP 
Meeting 
 
The April 2 IARP meeting was held in 
Little Amana, Iowa. 
 
The first speaker was Dan Sabin, 
President of the Iowa Northern Railroad.  
Mr. Sabin challenged IARP members to 
be motivated, contact cities along the 
current route, contact cities along I-80 
and contact other cities of Iowa. 
 
Mr. Sabin encouraged us not to look at 
railroads as nostalgic.  We should not 
lament what we had, but seek what Iowa 
should have.   
 
He said that he uses this approach as 
president of the Iowa Northern Railroad.  
He actively seeks customers and ways to 
improve the railroad. 
 
He used the same approach as the 
special consultant for The Hawkeye 
Express (The trains to the Iowa football 
games last fall).  He never let a set-back 
discourage him.  He made the Hawkeye 
Express a reality.   
 
Mary Day from Senator Charles 
Grassley’s office was our next speaker. 
 
She encouraged us to follow the 
suggestions given by Dan Sabin.  She 
encouraged us to contact our legislators.   
 
She answered many questions 
concerning Amtrak’s budget.  She said 
that we can request Congressional 
Research Service (CRS) information 
through the local offices of Senator 
Grassley. 
 
After both speakers, President Pat 
Hendricks encouraged all members to be  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
active in contacting legislators.  He 
passed out several handouts. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved.  The treasurer’s report was 
also approved.  IARP’s current balance 
is $4,969.57. 
 
Cathy Johnson motioned that IARP 
donate $500.00 to NARP.  The motion 
was seconded.  After discussion, the 
motion passed. 
 
Director John Ely announced that he was 
donating railroad videos to IARP to sell.  
The money from these videos would go 
to IARP’s Treasury to use to promote 
passenger rail in Iowa. 
 
Karen Huerter and Lance Erickson 
would be in charge of the unsold videos. 
 
Mary Buczek encouraged IARP 
members to help celebrate 
Amtrak’s birthday, May 1.  
On this day, we can show 
our support for Amtrak and 
the passengers. 
 
The following members and director 
were elected: 
 President Pat Hendricks 
 Vice President 
   Gary Billmeyer 
 Secretary Joe Buczek 
 Treasurer Mary Buczek 
 
 Director for 2005-2008 
   Judy Risvold 
 
John Ely, Jr. (2006) and Roland Lynch 
(2007) continue as directors. 
 
President Hendricks suggested that we 
have our next meeting in Sioux City, 
Iowa in July. 



IARP CELEBRATES AMTRAK 
 

 
 
 
 

On May 1, 2005, IARP members 
celebrated Amtrak’s birthday in  
Burlington, Mt. Pleasant and 
Osceola, Iowa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 











 
5900 Sixth Street SW 
Cedar Rapids, IA   52404 
(319) 298-5400 

 
July 7, 2005 

 
Press Release 
 
CEDAR RAPIDS,IOWA – Dennis H. Miller, President and CEO of the Iowa Interstate 
Railroad, Ltd. (IAIS), announced the approval of a $32,700,000  Federal Railroad 
Administration RRIF (Railroad Rehabilitation Infrastructure Fund) loan to be used for 
rehabilitating the 500 mile Iowa based railroad. 
 
“The funds will be used to upgrade and rehabilitate approximately 300 miles of track 
between Atlantic, Iowa and Bureau, Illinois.  The end result will be a railroad capable of 
handling 286,000 pound loads and an operating speed of 40 MPH.  The project will 
consist of bridge upgrades, siding work and extensions, 700,000 rail anchors, 5 miles of 
new rail, 183,000 crossties, road crossing repairs, and surfacing of 200,000 tons of 
ballast.  Upon completion of the main project, rail grinding will be done on 40 miles of 
track,” Miller said.  
 
The Project has already started and is scheduled for completion by the end of 2006.  
“This 25 year loan will enable the IAIS to eliminate the deferred maintenance which 
occurred over the past 30 years and position the railroad to handle larger cars that have 
become the standard in recent years,” commented Miller. 
  
Founded in 1984, IAIS is a regional carrier operating over 500 miles between Omaha, 
Nebraska, and Chicago, Illinois, of the former Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 
(“Rock Island”), which liquidated in 1980. IAIS Chairman Henry Posner III noted, 
“IAIS’ original mission was to create competition for its on-line customers through its 
connections with every Class 1 railroad in the USA. With these improvements to our 
infrastructure, not only will that competition will be enhanced but additional capacity will 
be created in the Central Corridor at a time when capacity is at a premium. This further 
validates the vision of IAIS’ founders, Heartland Rail Corp., and the State of Iowa, whose 
loan programs over the years have been instrumental to both the company’s formation 
and its survival through some very difficult times.” 
   
IAIS is headquartered in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and is a subsidiary of Railroad 
Development Corporation (www.rrdc.com). RDC is a privately held Pittsburgh-based 
railway management and investment company.   
 
Contact: Dennis H. Miller  Telephone (319) 298 5422 
  President and CEO  Fax:           (319) 298 5456  
  Iowa Interstate Railroad LTD E-mail      DHMILLER@IAISRR.COM

mailto:DHMILLER@IAISRR.COM




IARP Membership 
Application 

 

Yes! I want to support improved Iowa 
railroad service. Here's my 
membership in the Iowa Association 
of Railroad Passengers (IARP). 

(Print this form, fill it out and mail it 
with your payment.) 

Name:  
________________________________ 
 
Address:  
________________________________
City:  
________________________________ 
 
State and Zip:  
________________________________ 
 
 
Telephone:  
(___)_________________________ 
 
 
E-Mail:  
________________________________ 
 
 
One calendar year regular 
membership $15.00 (Student 
members $12.00) 
 
Amount enclosed:  $__________ 
 
Make checks payable to:  IARP 
 
Mail to: 
 
IARP 
3349 Southgate Court SW #108 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-5424 

Note: IARP is a tax-exempt organization 
under section 501(c)(4) of the IRS code, 
however contributions to IARP are not 
tax-deductible. 

IARP CONTACTS 
President: Pat Hendricks,  
513 E. 6th St. St.,    Des Moines, IA 50309-1917  
Voice: 515-282-9289, FAX: 515-282-4642 
 
Vice President: Gary Billmeyer,  
1301 Rittenhouse, Des Moines, IA 50315-6531, 
515-287-3107 or 800-383-4444 
 
Legal Counsel: George F. Davison, Jr., 
2746 Lynner Drive 
Des Moines, IA 50310-5835  
515-250-1553 
 
Secretary: Joe Buczek,  
1422 West 9th Street, Davenport, IA 52804-4018 
563-323-3390 
 
Treasurer :Mary Buczek,  
1422 West 9th Street, Davenport, IA 52804-4018 
563-323-3390 
 
Director: John Ely, Jr.,  
203 23rd Street, N.E., Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
319-363-3927 (term expiring 2006) 
 
Director: Roland Lynch,  
P.O. Box 864, Council Bluffs, IA 51502-0864 
712-323-0522 (term expiring 2007) 
 
Director: Judy Risvold,  
1114 59th Street, Des Moines, IA 50311-2108, 
515-277-4717 (term expiring 2008)  
 
Excursion Chair: Eliot A. Keller,  
1244 Devon Drive NE, Iowa City, IA 52240 
319-363-2061 (work) 319-337-9924 (home) 
 
Newsletter Editor: Mary Buczek,  
1422 West 9th Street, Davenport, IA 52804-4018 
563-323-3390 
 
Membership Chair Cathy Johnson,  
242 Ferson Avenue, Iowa City, IA 52246-3509  
 
NARP Region 10 Director (from Iowa) 
Richard F. "Dick" Welch, IARP,  
3349 Southgate Court SW #108,  
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404-5424,  
319-362-6824 Voice, 319-362-7734 FAX  
 
Records Chair: Richard F. "Dick" Welch, IARP 
 
General Correspondence: 
IARP, 3349 Southgate Court SW #108, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52404-5424 319-362-6824 (voice) 
319-362-7734 (FAX) 
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